The final Peace Efforts

in the wake'* of Vienna, and he instructed Tschirschky
to make "energetic and serious representations" to his
ally that she could not expect Germany to "let herself
be dragged lightly into a general conflagration without
any attention being paid to her advice."(i2)

This communication took effect, for Berchtold gave
Count Szapary instructions to "open conversations"
with Sazonov. At the same time he was careful clearly
to define the character of these conversations, and limit
their field strictly in advance; authorizing his ambassador
"to consider the Serbian Note, though obviously out of
date in view of the state of war which already existed
between the two countries; but to entertain any suggestion
which may be presented from the Russian side, and to be
ready to discuss all questions directly concerned with
Austro-Russian relations."

Therefore Berchtold though he was ready to open
negotiations would not allow the Austro-Serbian affair
to be discussed, because he did not conceive that it fell
within the sphere of Austro-Russian relations; and
subject to the reservations which he thus imposed upon
the action of his ambassador, it was hardly likely that such
conversations would lead to any appreciable result. Nor
did he desire that they should, for he recommended
Szapary to leave it to Sazonov to choose the subjects
to be discussed, "and even, if necessary, to enter into a
discussion dealing with generalities and in no way
binding."(i3)

His object was simply to have the appearance of being
ready to entertain conciliatory overtures.

137